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RECENT LEGAL LITERATURE 



Thb General Principles of the Law of Contract. By Louis L. 
Hammon, pp. XXX,1233.St. Paul: Keefe- Davidson Company. 1902. 

It is doubtful whether the field is open to more treatises on contract law 
in its entirety.that is to say the elementary principles of contract; but there 
is alway room for a good book and this one by Mr. Hammon will command 
a place in every well equipped library. 

In his analysis of the subject the author has followed closely Pollock and 
Anson. To this no exception can be taken. It is doubtful whether the 
science of these two great writers will be improved upon and the author who 
attempts to do it takes many chances. Mr. Hammon has simply followed 
their method of treatment and added the more recent changes in the law,— of 
which there are many, — and enriched the subject with illustrations, valuable 
to the student and the practitioner. 

He has done more than this, however, by adding a fuller discussion of 
many topics such as : Legality of object, and Misrepresentation. His treat- 
ment of contracts prohibited by statute is full and very satisfactory, but his 
theory of uberrimae fidei contracts is too much like Anson's. Upon this 
subject Anson was not at his best. Contracts for the sale of lands or stocks 
in corporations are not uberrimae fidei, simply because land or stocks are sold. 

If we were to suggest a criticism on Mr. Hammon 's excellent work it 
would be along this line : He groups the topics of a chapter or subject at the 
beginning of the subject. He states one proposition after another without 
any elucidation or illustration, see pp., 604, 360. Bach proposition is then 
taken up and discussed. This method has been adopted by other authors, 
but in our judgment it is confusing to the student and not helpful to the prac- 
titioner. Greater good comes from the statement of a principle and its full 
discussion before another principle is introduced. This may be a matter of 
taste, however, and the method adopted does not materially detract from the 
merits of the work. 

On the whole we have an example of good book building ; the author has 
done his work well and thoroughly, — perhaps he has overdone the citation of 
cases in his notes, but this is an error the active practitioner will forgive. 
The table of contents, the index and the table of cases could not be improved 
upon. J. C. Knowi/ton 



Text -Book of the Patent Laws of the United States of America. 
By Albert H. Walker, Fourth Edition, New York: Baker, Voorhis 
& Co. 1904. 

This book is an up-to-date revision of the well known standard text -book 
by the same author, and, according to the preface, contains references to some 
600 additional cases as well as copies of recent statutes appearing since the 
Third Edition of 1895. A comparison with the former Edition shows substan- 



